Chapter 17: The Captain’s Command

     I knew damn well that if I brought Zacc upon my ship, I will only bring more hardship to my crew, my family, the only thing that seems to be worth living for. But, it was really worth living for…

From the logs of Captain Reuben Lands

     The Reckless didn’t really look like a pirates ship at all. In fact, it looked more like an army’s warship than a ship full of bloodthirsty thieves that Zacc had expected to see. It was quite the opposite.

     The crew was pretty friendly. They waved and said hello. Of course, everything felt out of place. Zacc felt he was in the middle of undisciplined army marines.

     “ I don’t get this. They are supposed to be pirates. Why do they not look like one?” Zacc asked Maverick, who was rather happily greeting everyone on board. He seems pretty famous on board this ship.

     “ They are only pirates by the fact that they raid government and merchant ships for a living. All of them have a vendetta against the government. They all used to be normal citizens until problems arose with the government. Well, this is their way of living now because they can really do nothing else,” Maverick answered.

     Feels like home, Zacc thought. Deena had fallen into a conversation with the girl named Simone while Derek was busy discussing stuff with Ree and Jia. Peter and Terra was observing the deck while a few of the crew were explaining stuff to them.

     “ This may not be so bad after all,” Zacc smiled. They were as much like him. He realized that they were as much against the government as much as all of his friends are.

     Suddenly, most of the crew backed away. Zacc turned to see why.

     An important figure appeared. He was slightly tall with rather broad shoulders. His hair had a think dark green tint, not to mention his eyes were green too. He was wearing a thick long cloak.

     “ Why the long face?” Maverick asked cheerfully.

     “ Do you realize if I take him on board, it will be like taking a walking time-bomb? You realize how desperate the government are after him?” the person asked. Zacc had already suspected that he was Reuben.

     “ It can’t be that bad,” Maverick replied.

     “ If we are causing any trouble…” Zacc started.

     “ We won’t mind going….” Terra continued.

     Reuben looked at Zacc and his friends. He stared hard at them. Then, he projected a smile.

     “ I don’t blame you at all. I guess it must be Maverick’s fault,” Reuben sighed.

     “ Me?” Maverick cried, “ What does his problem have to do with me?”

     “ You always cause everyone a lot of problems, I wouldn’t be surprise if you came here just to make me to shoulder your responsibilities,” Reuben sneered at him.

     “ Ha, ha, ha, ha…” Maverick laughed. “ You may be right.”

     Reuben and Maverick smiled together and then embraced each other like brothers. They patted one another before letting go. “ You know, I still remember your debt…” Reuben said.

     “ This will be your room,” Derek replied, kicking open a cabin door. The room revealed was rather small. It held two small beds plus some space to move around. There was a small toilet next to the side of the room and a small desk for reading or writing.

     “ This will be a room for two people. The canteen is located outside on the floor below the deck. Food will be provided there for free. Of course don’t expect first class dishes there but the food is still very good. If any of you can cook, we’ll be happy to slot you in.

     “ The bathing area is a public one. It’s on the ground floor and everybody shares it,” Derek said, finishing his briefing to them. Zacc and his friends looked at each other faces, glowing red.

     “ Oh, come on, we aren’t that indecent. There are two separate bathrooms for the boys and the girls,” Derek laughed.

     “ Seems we have to split into two again for our rooms…” Jia sighed.

     “ There shouldn’t be a problem, we just separate in the usual manner,” Deena replied, smiling brightly.

     They then heard footsteps coming. They all turned around. Reuben came walking up with a girl who was named Spike. 

     “ A few notes before you all settle down on this ship. I must make it serious that you all are to abide by our rules and regulations and our way of life. Do I have any disagreements?” Reuben asked.

     “ You haven’t told us the rules, how are we supposed to object?” Ree asked methodically.

     “ Right, if you all didn’t know, we all are sea pirates. Much of our agendas are the same, maybe slightly different. On board this ship you will have your duties to do. Matthew, he’s my first mate, he’ll be placing the duty rooster up at the notice board at the deck. You are to check it as soon as possible and go to your duties. They range from scrubbing the deck, mopping the floor, keeping watch to recreation and free time.”

     “ Raiding ships is part of the job as well. Since you all are ‘newbees’, you all just sit back and watch when we do strike. Any requests of any sort like a dropping by a seaside or harbour must be approved by me, at any reasons at all, not unless it is an emergency.”

     “ One note: we are quite short handed of chefs. So, if you can cook and you don’t mind or prefer to cook only, you are excused from doing other duties except cooking,” Reuben said, ending his speech.

     “ Any questions?” Reuben asked.

     Elly raised her hand.

     “ Yes?”

     “ You said earlier about ‘landing at the seaside or harbour’. Won’t people be able to recognize your ship? You all are pirates, right? The government has got to be after you all,” Elly questioned.

     “ A really good question!” Reuben exclaimed. “ You see, although this ship may look like a piece of junk, it is meant to be so.”

     “ We don’t think it is a piece of junk,” Zacc and his friends replied in unison.

     “ I do!” Maverick exclaimed in jest. Reuben ignored him.

     “ Who has ever heard about the ‘Enigma Chameleon’ project?” Reuben asked, in a confident tone that suggested that they didn’t.

     So, it was to his surprise that Peter raised his hand. Somehow, the project must have some mystery that was not supposed to be revealed as Peter immediately drew back his hand swiftly.

     “ I see, you do know then,” Reuben replied in a laconic manner. “ The project invented the technology to change the appearance of metals, like a chameleon. Our entire ship is fitted with it. So, by will, we can change our ships appearance to anything. Practically, our ship is untraceable by the government,” Reuben replied with an air of superiority.

     “ Get some rest, you’ll be starting work in an hour,” Reuben said. Zacc and his friends trooped off to their respective rooms. Peter was the last to enter his cabin.

     “ Hey!” Reuben called out to him.

     Peter turned and looked at him. There was a glint in Reuben’s eyes.

     “ So, you were in the ‘Enigma Chameleon’ project, eh?”

     “ What is it about?” Jia asked. He shared the same bunk with Peter again.

     “ Don’t tell me it is about that thing again!” Jia cried. Peter kept silent, looking at the floor.

     “ Why don’t you tell me what happened? Or Zacc? You should at least tell him what happened,” Jia relied.

     Peter sighed. He felt that his memories held too many painful reminders of his life…his previous life.

     “ I can’t…” Peter sighed.

     “ Why not?” Jia asked.

     “ I can’t bear to let Zacc hear this, or maybe I just can’t tell him cause I don’t have any guts to do so,” Peter sighed. “ Maybe some other time…”

     “ That’s what you always say,” Jia commented. He looked outside the round glass window of the cabin. “ You must face your demons on day or they will just consume you up.”

     A person was busy studying a map, deep in thought on planning the next route of the H.R.M. Reckless. Using compasses and sketches, he was busy in his work when a person entered his room, intruding on his work.

     “ Busy as always, aren’t you, Matthew?” Maverick laughed.

     “ Well, I wouldn’t expect you to understand,” Matthew replied back, getting up from his chair he was sitting on. They looked at each other for a moment.

     Then, Matthew broke the stalemate. He walked up to the assassin and gave him a big hug. Maverick returned the favour.

     “ Where have you been all these while?” Matthew asked, motioning Maverick to a chair.

     “ Well, I’ve been keeping myself busy. Doing business here and there,” Maverick replied, placing himself on soft-pillowed chair.

     “ You haven’t been trying to assassinate anyone, have you? Or did you?” Matthew asked rather seriously.

     “ Come on, I’m here to see you and you bring this topic up,” Maverick sighed.

     “ Tell me,” he insisted.

     Maverick sighed deeply. He didn’t feel like answering. 

     “ No, but I will,” he replied.

     “ Why don’t you give up on vengeance?” Matthew asked.

     “ No, this person’s crimes are too much. He must be punished by my order,” Maverick said, gritting his teeth.

     “ Why don’t you leave it to the law?” 

     “ Because, Matthew, he is the law himself. At this very moment, I believe he is plotting his next move with the president and the other fellows of the government on ways to catch Zacc. The law is far from him. He is invulnerable from it. Only I know of his atrocities,” Maverick said with a spirit of resolution and conviction.

     “ Atrocities?” Matthew snorted, “ You used to work for him.  Doesn’t that make you quite like him?”

     “ I’m a changed person now,” Maverick replied. He paused, as if to think of a reply to continue his sentence. Yet, all he could say to continue his sentence was “ Maybe I’m not…”

     Matthew looked at his friend sadly. He felt quite sorry for him.

     “ Well, I’ll have to leave the ship now,” Maverick said, getting up from the chair. “ It was nice seeing you again.

     “ Wait, what do you mean? Are you saying you’re leaving the ship after arriving so soon?” Matthew exclaimed.

     “ I’ve to continue my personal vendetta. Zacc and his friends have nothing to do with my vengeance. They have no part in it. I’ve completed my objective that is to disallow the government to lay their hands on Zacc. I’ve done so, and I must take my leave,” Maverick said.

     “ The crew is going to miss you,” Matthew said.

     Maverick stopped by the door, his hand on the handle. He thought for a while, and then shook his head.

     “ A promise is a promise, and I swear to abide by it. I promised my friend I’d leave this ship in an hour’s time, and I will,” Maverick replied. He opened the door and left Matthew pondering what his words had meant.

     “ Wait, I can’t believe you! Zacc yelled loudly “ You bring us all here and now you decide to leave us all here?!”

     “ I have unsettled business to do that does not involve you which I must complete. Besides, I’ve accomplished my objective on you. I have no further business to do with you,” Maverick replied.

     “ What do you mean?” Zacc asked. Deena watched by the side, not wishing to interfere.

     “ Look, my problem is with the government, so you were just a tool for them. I just made you unavailable for them, that is all. My job with you is done,” Maverick replied.

     “ This problem isn’t over! The government is still after me,” Zacc protested.

     “ Then, I’ll settle this myself,” Maverick replied.

     “ You intend to face an entire army?” Zacc asked. “ Come on, I still will need you!” Zacc tried to change Maverick’s mind.

     “ You won’t need me anymore…” Maverick sighed.

     “ I just…”

     “ Don’t say it anymore,” Maverick cut Zacc from finishing his sentence. “ Just forget it. I’ll be of in a while. Why do you care so much? It is not like I’m your friend like that…”

     “ But I think you are, after all you’ve done,” Zacc cut back.

     Maverick was silenced by these words. It seemed to have struck his emotions somewhere. It ran through his brain again and again, searing a memory he had.

     “ A failed assassin…” Maverick sighed softly.

     “ What?” Zacc asked.

     Maverick didn’t reply. He went to the door. No amount of persuasion can make him stay on board the ship. He tried not to look at Zacc in his face.

     Zacc slumped down on his bed, feeling rejected. He wanted to try again but he came to realize it would be of no use.

     “ Thanks for saying such a thing,” Maverick replied back through the open door.

     Elly and Joshua was unpacking their stuff when Maverick entered their bunk. He seemed like his usual self, yet he was rather solemn.

     “ Is something the matter?” Elly asked, worried at Maverick’s expression.

     “ Yeah, but nothing I can’t handle,” he replied. “ Anyway, it is not my reason to come drown my sorrows onto you. Joshua, let’s go,” Maverick said, motioning him out.

     “ Wait a sec, I just got here,” he said. “ What’s so important that must make me leave?” he questioned.

     “ You want to find the princess? Follow me, I’ll take you to her now,” Maverick said.

     Joshua looked at him, wondering whether Maverick was mad or not. “ Are you serious or not?” he asked.

     “ Of course I am,” Maverick replied.

     “ When are we leaving?” Joshua asked.

     “ Now, you dummy!” Maverick yelled.
